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JOHN M. DAWES NAMED CEO OF RUSK REHABILITATION CENTER 

COLUMBIA, Mo. – John M. Dawes, FACHE, has been named CEO of Rusk Rehabilitation Center. He 
assumed the position on Jan. 16.  

As CEO, Dawes oversees the day-to-day operations as well as patient quality and care at the physical 
inpatient rehabilitation hospital. Bringing more than 35 years of healthcare leadership experience to the 
role, his most recent position was overseeing 101 licensed beds in an acute care setting. 

“We are excited to have John leading the team at Rusk Rehabilitation Center,” said Troy DeDecker, 
president of the central region for HealthSouth. “His many years of leadership experience will not only 
benefit his staff, but the patients and their families cared for in our hospital. In addition, he shares the 
same values we hold as a company of providing high quality care to our patients which makes him a 
strong fit for this role.” 

He achieved his bachelor’s degree in healthcare administration from Wichita State University and a 
master’s degree in healthcare administration from Washington University School of Medicine.  

“MU Health Care and HealthSouth have had a long and successful partnership in providing rehabilitation 
and post-acute care at Rusk Rehabilitation Center,” said Jonathan Curtright, chief operating officer of 
Missouri University Health Care. “John Dawes is the right person at the right time to lead Rusk as CEO. 
He knows our community as a long-time Missourian, and he is uniquely positioned to build collaborative 
relationships among all of the outstanding health care providers in our community.” 

Dawes is a Fellow of the American College of Healthcare Executives and has received many honors for 
his work as a healthcare leader including the 2014 American Hospital Association’s Grassroots Champion 
Award for Missouri and the 2015 Missouri Hospital Association Visionary Leadership Award. 

About Rusk Rehabilitation Center 
Rusk Rehabilitation Center, a joint venture of HealthSouth and the University of Missouri – Columbia, is a 
60-bed inpatient rehabilitation hospital that offers comprehensive inpatient rehabilitation services. Serving 
patients throughout Missouri, the hospital is located 315 Business Loop 70 West in Columbia, Missouri, 
and on the web at www.ruskrehab.com. 

About HealthSouth 
HealthSouth is one of the nation’s largest providers of post-acute healthcare services, offering both 
facility-based and home-based post-acute services in 35 states and Puerto Rico through its network of 
inpatient rehabilitation hospitals, home health agencies, and hospice agencies. HealthSouth can be found 

on the web at www.healthsouth.com. 

For more information, please contact Aimee McCloud at 573-355-7867 or 
aimee.mccloud@healthsouth.com.  
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